
As part of the opening celebration of Catholic Schools Week, a few students spoke at each Mass about  
what the Catholic education provided at St. Dots means to them. Below are excerpts from each of their speeches.

SPRING 2018

Our Students’ Views on the  
Importance of Catholic Education

Colin Short 
My brother graduated in 2000 and my sister graduated in 2006. I am 
almost done with my stay at Dots, and I can say I will miss the school, 
especially the teachers. St. Dots has great teachers!

Ashley Ciampitti
It’s the people that make St. Dorothy’s wonderful. I have been going to 
St. Dots since Kindergarten and I have made some great friends along 
the way. They all are very supportive and truly care about each other. 
All of these things, plus an extraordinary Principal who knows how to 
run a school well, makes for a great environment to learn and grow in.

Gretchen Dorsey 
Saint Dorothy’s has a wide variety of extracurriculars and subjects to 
participate in, there is something for everyone. The extracurriculars  
teach students teamwork and leadership skills. I love participating 
in CYO sports and clubs because of how supportive everyone in the 
community is, they always encourage you to do your best even if you 
don’t always succeed.

Lauren O’Mara
In addition to in-and out-of-school activities, St. Dorothy’s provides 
many religious activities. This includes the eighth grade’s reenactment 
of the Stations of the Cross, Kindergarten through sixth grades’ 
reenactment of the birth of Christ, the seventh and eighth grades’ 
Christmas tableau, first Friday Mass, morning prayers, and Holy Days 
of Obligation prayer services. I believe that these are very important to 
aid us in growing in faith and give us a better understanding of Jesus 
Christ. My overall experience at St. Dorothy’s has been wonderful. It 
is not only the education that makes this school so amazing, but the 
friendly environment and endless opportunities.
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The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic School is compiled by the Development Committee for 
distribution to alumni, alumni parents, current school families, and friends of St. Dorothy School. Its 
purpose is to communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state of our enrollment, happenings of interest, 
an accounting of funds raised and spent, and to acknowledge contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purpose

Special thanks to the following people  
for their help with this issue:

Fr. Michael Murphy  
(Pastor)

Karen Tomasetti 
(Principal)

Carolyn Corr  
(Chair)

Kara Albanese
Dani Cahill

Nick Caramanico 
(Finance Committee representative)

Matt Davis
Joe Dougherty  
(Parish Manager)

Patty Dwyer
Stephen Frein

Stephanie Gillin
Kelly Gust
Alicia Lain

Lauren O’Doherty  
(Faculty representative)

Dan O’Mara
Alan Pietrewicz

Dave Rich
Mark Romano

Stephanie Russo  
(Home & School Assoc. representative)

Christine Schumacher
Susan Short

You can contact the  
Development Committee 

through the school office or 
development@stdots.org.

Development 
Committee
Members

We Want to Hear 
From You!!!

Please let us know if you have 
any ideas or suggestions for future 

newsletters by sending them to 
development@stdots.org.  

Thanks for your help!

• George Cocco, ‘59 • Mike DiTrolio • Marie Pat Romano

2018 ST. DOROTHY  
ANNUAL FUND 
CAMPAIGN

Just a reminder that this 
year’s Annual Fund is now well 
underway. We hope you will 
continue your generous support 
of St. Dorothy School by 
contributing to this campaign.

We would  like to thank 
our Honorary Chairperson, 
William Curry, and our 
Honorary Grandparents, Jackie 
and Larry Geary… not only 
for their leadership in this 
year’s campaign, but also for 
their longtime support of St. 
Dorothy School and Catholic 
education!

Update on Reporting of  
Annual Fund Donors

Each year in the Fall newsletter, we recognize the Annual Fund donors 
who contributed so far that year. However, as donations are made up to 
the end of the calendar year (and well after the newsletter has gone to 
print), not all the donors are captured in the newsletter listing. To show our 
appreciation to all our generous donors, we will now do the following:
• We will continue to publish a listing of the Annual Fund donors in each 

Fall newsletter with a note stating the publishing cut-off date of the list 
(e.g., as of month, day, year).

• We will now post the full list of donors for the entire previous year in 
the parish bulletin. As you may have noticed, the full donor list for 2017 
was inserted in the parish bulletin the weekend Catholic Schools Week 
started, Sunday January 28th.

• In addition to inserting the list in the bulletin, it will also be posted to the 
school’s website.
If you have any questions, please contact the Development Committee 

at development@stdots.org. 

Mike Bello – Cardinal O’Hara High School
Kenneth Bruce – Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 
Prendergast High School
Erin Clark – Cardinal O’Hara High School, and 
Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School
Katie DiTrolio – Cardinal O’Hara High School
Delainey Ford – Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 
Prendergast High School
Bridget Lain – Merion Mercy Academy
Bridget McGuinn – Academy of Notre Dame, Archbishop 
John Carroll High School, Cardinal O’Hara High School, 
Sacred Heart Academy, and Merion Mercy Academy 
Grace Miller – Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 
Prendergast High School
Hannah Mishinkash – Cardinal O’Hara High School
Kerry Mulholland – Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop 
Prendergast High School
Lyna Ngo – Cardinal O’Hara High School

Dante Paoletti – Cardinal O’Hara High School
Megan Rayner – Academy of Notre Dame, Archbishop 
John Carroll High School, Cardinal O’Hara High School, 
and Monsignor Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High 
School
Fiona Scherf – Merion Mercy Academy
Sarah Schumacher – St. Thomas More Scholarship
Katie Standen – McGuire Scholarship, and Monsignor 
Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School
Jack Stavish – Cardinal O’Hara High School
Daniel Sullivan (not pictured above) – Monsignor Bonner 
& Archbishop Prendergast High School, and St. Joseph 
Preparatory School 
Bella Tierney – Cardinal O’Hara High School
Julia Yost – Cardinal O’Hara High School, Monsignor 
Bonner & Archbishop Prendergast High School, and  
St. Thomas More Scholarship

Congratulations to our Scholarship Recipients

Once again, our eighth grade class has earned multiple scholarships to local high schools. The total amount awarded in 
scholarships to these students is $432,000.00 – congratulations to them on their achievements! The recipients are:
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Pre-K beginning Fall 2018!
Beginning this Fall, St. Dorothy School will be offering a Pre-

School program. Our program will provide children 3 and 4 years 
of age the ability to experience religious, social, and educational 
interaction with other children. The opportunity to take part in a  
half-day or a full-day class is available for both age groups. Before 
and after school CARES is also available for those that are interested. 
For more information, please go to the school website at: 
www.saintdorothy.org/pre-k-news.

Many things have changed during the past 60 years at St. Dorothy, but one constant remains, our focus on its students. The above 
photos encapsulate that passage of time. On the left is St. Dot’s Graduating Class of 1959 and on the right is this year’s eighth 
grade class at the Christmas Tableau this past December.

Just like pretty much everywhere else in the Philadelphia area 
in early 2018, St. Dorothy School was buzzing with Eagles mania! 
The Fridays before both the NFC Championship and the Super 
Bowl, the students could show their Eagles pride by wearing fan 
gear to school. But that’s not all… Thanks to a family connection 
that Principal Tomasetti has, our students were broadcasted singing 
the Eagles’ Fight Song on 97.5 The Fanatic on both of those days!

Dots Green Supporting Eagles Green

All-Class Reunion!!!
Calling all St. Dot’s alumni!!! There will be an All-Class 

Reunion at the school on Saturday, November 24, 2018. The 
event will commence at the 4:30 PM Mass and will continue 
with an evening of food and drinks in the gym. There will also be 
classrooms tours so you can see how your alma mater has changed 
since you were a student here.

Please stay tuned in the coming months for more information.
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Spotlight on St. Dots  
Longest Tenured Teacher
In any organization, whether it be a business, a sports team, or a school, retaining dedicated talent is always a priority. That is why we 
wanted to shine the spotlight on Mrs. Christine Jaeger, one of our fourth grade teachers. Mrs. Jaeger has been a part of the St. Dots family 
for 21 years! We spent some time with her to learn her perspective on the importance of a Catholic education and why she has spent her life 
as an educator.

Q What inspired or motivated you to become a teacher at a Catholic school and remain at St. Dorothy School?
I decided at 12 that I wanted to be 

a teacher. I was a student at Annunciation 
B.V.M. in Havertown, and I loved 
learning. Through my family, school, 
and scouting, I was constantly exposed 
to a wide variety of experiences. From 
amusement parks, sporting events and 
rodeos to museums, historic sites and 
theater, I had experiences that fed my 
curiosity and started me on a path of 
lifelong learning. When I began college 
at Bloomsburg University, I had no doubt 
that I wanted to pursue a career that 
would allow me to continue to learn and 
to share that joy with others.

When I was hired as the sixth grade 
teacher at St. Dorothy School, I was so 
excited to be a part of a Catholic learning 
community. I received a high-quality, 
faith-based academic education and knew 
that it was important to carry on that 
tradition. Over the years, I have grown 
as an educator, both by learning “on the 
job” with my students at St. Dorothy, and 
through my work on my master’s degree 
from Arcadia University. I love the trade 
off—the students share their learning 
experiences with me, and I am able to 
share mine with them. 

Q  Throughout your time as a 
teacher, what rewarding moments have made you think or say, “This is why I teach at a Catholic School!”?

Being an educator is innately rewarding; however, working in a Christ-centered school, especially St. Dorothy, is remarkably gratifying 
in ways that go well beyond the ABC’s and 123’s. It is inspiring to watch our students support each other in and out of the classroom, to 
watch them grow as students AND stewards of our faith. The support of our school and parish families is exceptional; the students and I 
have much to be thankful for here at St. Dorothy.  

Q How has being a teacher strengthened your own faith?
I have crossed paths with hundreds of students and families and worked with many, many exceptional teachers in my 21 years at 

St. Dorothy, and each one has helped form the person that I am today. Here at St. Dorothy, my faith is constantly reaffirmed. Children’s 
enthusiasm for all things, including Christ, is infectious! I have been blessed to watch so many children grow, learn, achieve and succeed. I 
have been privileged to see them come back and share their high school and college achievements. Now, I have the pleasure to see some of 
my students’ children enter our doors. I am immensely grateful for the professional growth I have experienced, the love that is shared with 
me, and the honor of spending my days learning with, and from, the children of St. Dorothy School. 
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Our Teachers When They  
Were Catholic School Students
Did you ever have a teacher say to 

you, “When I was a student, ….” and 
wonder what they looked like when 
they were your age? Here are some 

of the St. Dots faculty when they 
were attending Catholic school.

Fifth Grade Teacher  
Mrs. Bridget Velardi

Third Grade Teacher 
Miss Mollie Durkin 
(when she was in Third 
Grade at St. Dots)

Spanish Teacher  
Mrs. Mary Porth

Eighth Grade Teacher Mrs. 
Jean Callahan  
(when she was in  
First Grade)

Kindergarten Teacher Mrs. 
Audrey Neill (in her St. 
Andrew’s uniform circa 
1963)

Grade Aide Miss Joanne 
Dougherty

Second Grade Teacher 
Miss Elizabeth Johnson 
(in her St. Dots 
uniform)

Fourth Grade Teacher  
Mrs. Deborah Bilski

Kindergarten Teacher  
Miss Emily Paradise

Seventh Grade Teacher  
Mrs. Christine Cardone

Sixth Grade Teacher  
Miss Victoria Messina
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St. Dorothy Students L ive Giving Witness to Christ
The students begin each day with a prayer, the pledge of allegiance, and our school Peace Pledge: 

I know that Jesus is present in each of my classmates and all of my teachers; therefore, all my actions will show my respect for Jesus. 
At the beginning of the school year, students signed a pledge to Live Giving Witness to Christ. Each class was given a grade-appropriate explanation of the pledge: 

That we should act in a way that lets others know we are followers of Jesus. Students pledged to make a conscious effort to see goodness in others and in all situations 
and to show goodness in their everyday lives. Each class chose a specifi c area in which to focus their efforts in carrying out the pledge. As a community, the students 
decided the school would give witness through: Faithfulness and Compassion, Respect, Responsibility, and Enthusiasm. Students strive to be considerate, show 
appreciation, accept differences, take care of property, be on time for school, accept consequences, show pride, encourage others to succeed, and many more.

Each trimester students are awarded Bearing Witness to Christ Bonus Points. These points are distributed by Mrs. Tomasetti, and they may be added to a test grade. 
Students earn these points when they have taken time to do just that, Give Witness to Christ. Many students have served our community and parish by volunteering 
for service projects, as cantors, servers, readers, choir members, etc. Teachers also recognize continual positive behavior by noting commendations in MSP (our online 
communication portal to parents). When students have accumulated multiple commendations in one trimester, they can also receive Bearing Witness to Christ points 
from Mrs. Tomasetti. At the end of each trimester, one male and one female student in each homeroom will be chosen by their teachers to receive a Giving Witness to 
Christ award. These students are then recognized at a school Mass around the time the trimester ends. The real reward is in knowing you have made a conscious effort 
to be the hands of Christ for others.

When you thought
I wasn’t looking

Author: Mary Rita Schilke Korazan*

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you hang my first painting on the refrigerator,

and I wanted to paint another one.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,

I saw you feed a stray cat,
and I thought it was good to be kind to animals.

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you make my favorite cake for me,

and I knew that little things are special things.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,

I heard you say a prayer,
and I believed that there was a God to talk to.

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I felt you kiss me goodnight,

and I felt loved.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw tears come from your eyes,

and I learned that sometimes things hurt,
but it’s alright to cry.

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw that you cared,

and I wanted to be everything that I could be.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,

I looked....
and I wanted to say thanks for all the things 

I saw when you thought I wasn’t looking.

to be the hands of Christ for others.

When you thought
I wasn’t looking
When you thought
I wasn’t looking
When you thought

Author: Mary Rita Schilke Korazan*

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you hang my first painting on the refrigerator,

and I wanted to paint another one.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,

I saw you feed a stray cat,
and I thought it was good to be kind to animals.

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw you make my favorite cake for me,

and I knew that little things are special things.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,

I heard you say a prayer,
and I believed that there was a God to talk to.

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I felt you kiss me goodnight,

and I felt loved.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw tears come from your eyes,

and I learned that sometimes things hurt,
but it’s alright to cry.

When you thought I wasn’t looking,
I saw that you cared,

and I wanted to be everything that I could be.
When you thought I wasn’t looking,

I looked....
and I wanted to say thanks for all the things 

I saw when you thought I wasn’t looking.
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*Despite numerous attempts, we were unable to contact the author regarding the use of 
this poem. Because this work is widely available on the internet, often without an author 
listed, and the newsletter is not sold, the poem, which so perfectly expresses our hope that 
all members of the St. Dorothy School community bear witness to Christ, was included.
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One of the scholastic main stays of Catholic Schools Week 
each year at St. Dorothy School is the Science Fair. Students 
in the fifth through eighth grades each select a topic of their 
own and use the scientific method to conduct and record 
their analyses. The completed assignments displayed in the 
gym are truly remarkable and are a testament to the Science 
program at our school. Here are this year’s winners proudly 
displaying their projects.

Science Fair 
Winners

Natalie Rozo 
Sixth Grade 
Water Filters, 1st place

Samantha Lynch 
Sixth Grade 
Carnival Games, 2nd place

Molly Mishinkash 
Sixth Grade 
Solar Oven, 3rd place

Caitlyn Breslin 
Seventh Grade 
Deep Breaths, 1st place

Ashley Ciampitti 
Seventh Grade 
Reducing Friction, 2nd place

Alessia Astuto 
Seventh Grade 
Auditory vs Visual Memory, 3rd place

Sal Magro 
Eighth Grade 
Stroop Test, 1st place

Lyna Ngo 
Eighth Grade 
Electro Magnets, 2nd place

Samantha Barr 
Eighth Grade 
Dissolution Rates of Meds, 3rd place
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Home & School Fundraiser...

...and Funraiser

This past November, the Home & School Association sponsored a clothing drive that both provided clothing for those in need and 
raised money for the school. A total of 11,184 pounds of clothes were collected for ClothingShoeDrive.com, which resulted in 
a reimbursement of $1,901.28 for the school. The above photo shows just some of the volunteers, parents as well as current and 
former students, who helped load all the clothes into the two trucks that were needed to haul it away.

On Friday, February 2nd, we concluded Catholic Schools Week with a family night of bowling at Sproul Lanes in Springfield.  
St. Dots students and families filled almost 20 lanes with laughs and memories.
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Alumni Updates
St. Dorothy School wants to know 

what our alumni have been up to. Has 
something interesting happened in 
your life? Have you moved, started a 
new job, or married? Let us know at 
Development@StDots.org. Be sure 
to keep your contact information up 
to date to stay informed of reunions 
and other events. Include your 
graduation year and maiden name 
if applicable. Also let us know if 
there are alumni not receiving the 
newsletter. We’re happy to add them 
to the mailing list.

Members of the Class of 1981 got together for some good laughs over some good food.

Alumni Engagements and Weddings

Monica Hilferty & Bob Hogan (‘00) were married at St. Dots on 
December 1, 2017.

Meghan Kearney (‘05) and Alex Liberatore (‘06) were married 
at St. Dots on November 19, 2016.

Carly Liberatore (‘04) and Nick Amoroso were engaged  
August 23, 2017 and will wed on September 29, 2018 at  
St. Dots.

Lauren Stranick (‘06) and Anthony Haley will celebrate their 
wedding at St. Dots in May 2019.

Class of 1981
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Judi Neeld, of The Foundation for Catholic Education, presented information on the EITC/OSTC program February 21st in the 
school library. Parishioners attended to learn how both individuals and businesses can support Catholic education while receiving 
up to a 90% tax credit on PA State and Federal taxes in the process.
For more information contact Judi Neeld via email at jneeld@foundationforcatholiceducation.org 
or by phone at 610-793-8503

Understanding the EITC/OSTC Program
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What WAS it?
In the last issue of the newsletter we asked readers 

to identify this object from St. Dot’s. The correct 
answer is that it is the view-slot in the sacristy that 
allows you to see out into the congregation. Our 
winner is Kevin Kelly (‘77). For having his answer 
selected at random from all the correct answers 
submitted, Kevin will receive a St. Dorothy baseball 
cap. Thanks to everyone who submitted answers and 
watch for the next What Is It? in a future newsletter.




